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As the birthplace of the Black Panthers and a nationwide tax revolt, California embodied a crucial motif of
the postwar United States: the rise of suburbs and the decline of cities, a process in which black and white
histories inextricably joined. American Babylon tells this story through Oakland and its nearby suburbs,
tracing both the history of civil rights and black power politics as well as the history of suburbanization and
home-owner politics. Robert Self shows that racial inequities in both New Deal and Great Society liberalism
precipitated local struggles over land, jobs, taxes, and race within postwar metropolitan development. Black
power and the tax revolt evolved together, in tension.

American Babylon demonstrates that the history of civil rights and black liberation politicsin Californiadid
not follow a southern model, but represented a long-term struggle for economic rights that began during the
World War 11 years and continued through the rise of the Black Panthers in the late 1960s. This struggle
yielded awide-ranging and profound critique of postwar metropolitan development and its foundation of
class and racial segregation. Self traces the roots of the 1978 tax revolt to the 1940s, when home owners, real
estate brokers, and the federal government used racia segregation and industrial property taxesto forge a
middle-class lifestyle centered on property ownership.

Using the East Bay as a starting point, Robert Self gives us arichly detailed, engaging narrative that uniquely
integrates the most important racial liberation struggles and class politics of postwar America.
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From reader reviews:
EloiseTorres:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline American
Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled American
Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)is
the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many peoplein the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you alarge amount of information about thisworld now. To help you see the represented of
the world within this book.

Andrew Waite:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying American Babylon: Race and the
Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So, for al you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick American
Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
become your own starter.

Joel Newsom:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) will give you anew experience in looking at a book.

Richard M cCormick:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for
Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) as well as others sources were given



knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes American Babylon:
Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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