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Here is the first fully annotated edition of a landmark in early African American literature--Eliza Potter's
1859 autobiography, A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life. Potter was a freeborn black woman who, as a
hairdresser, was in a unique position to hear about, receive confidences from, and observe wealthy white
women--and she recorded it all in a revelatory book that delighted Cincinnati's gossip columnists at the time.
But more important is Potter's portrait of herself as a wage-earning woman, proud of her work, who earned
high pay and accumulated quite a bit of money as one of the nation's earliest "beauticians" at a time when
most black women worked at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder. Because her work offered insights
into the private lives of elite white women, Potter carved out a literary space that featured a black working
woman at the center, rather than at the margins, of the era's transformations in gender, race, and class
structure. Xiomara Santamarina provides an insightful introduction to this edition that includes newly
discovered information about Potter, discusses the author's strong satirical voice and proud working-class
status, and places the narrative in the context of nineteenth-century literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

The book A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book A
Hairdresser's Experience in High Life? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book A
Hairdresser's Experience in High Life has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Birch:

The guide with title A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joshua Stickley:

Typically the book A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Eulalia Perry:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life giving you a different experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?
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