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This book explores the themes of colonial encounters and postcolonial contests over identity, power and
culture through the prism of theatre. The struggles it describes unfolded in two cultural settings separated by
geography, but bound by history in a common web of colonial relations spun by the imperatives of European
modernity. In post-imperial England, as in its former colony Nigeria, the colonial experience not only
hybridized the process of national self-definition, but also provided dramatists with the language, imagery
and frame of reference to narrate the dynamics of internal wars over culture and national destiny happening
within their own societies. The author examines the works of prominent twentieth-century Nigerian and
English dramatists such as Wole Soyinka, Femi Osofisan, Davd Edgar and Caryl Churchill to argue that
dramaturgies of resistance in the contexts of both Nigerian as well as its imperial inventor England, shared a
common allegiance to what he describes as postcolonial desires. That is, the aspiration to overcome the
legacies of colonialism by imagining alternative universes anchored in democratic cultural pluralism. The
plays and their histories serve as filters through which Ampka illustrates the operation of what he calls
'overlapping modernities' and reconfigures the notions of power and representation, citizenship and
subjectivity, colonial and anticolonial nationalisms and postcoloniality. The dramatic works studied in this
book embodied a version of postcolonial aspirations that the author conceptualises as transcending temporal
locations to encompass varied moments of consciousness for progressive change, whether they happened
during the hey day of English imperialism in early twentieth-century Nigeria, or in response to the
exclusionary politics of the Conservative Party in Thatcherite England. Theatre and Postcolonial Desires
will be essential reading for students and researchers in the areas of drama, postcolonial and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalie Dietrich:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Theatre and Postcolonial Desires (Routledge
Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Holly Murphy:

The reason? Because this Theatre and Postcolonial Desires (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Mary Brunner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Theatre and Postcolonial Desires
(Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) publication written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Theatre and Postcolonial Desires (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Marian Carson:

You may get this Theatre and Postcolonial Desires (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies)
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-



date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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