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The Mancini Sisters, Marie and Hortense, were born in Rome, brought to the court of Louis XIV of France,
and strategically married off by their uncle, Cardinal Mazarin, to secure his political power base. Such was
the life of many young women of the age: they had no independent status under the law and were entirely a
part of their husband’s property once married.  

Marie and Hortense, however, had other ambitions in mind altogether. Miserable in their marriages and
determined to live independently, they abandoned their husbands in secret and began lives of extraordinary
daring on the run and in the public eye. The beguiling sisters quickly won the affections of noblemen and
kings alike. Their flight became popular fodder for salon conversation and tabloids, and was closely followed
by seventeenth-century European society. The Countess of Grignan remarked that they were traveling “like
two heroines out of a novel.” Others gossiped that they “were roaming the countryside in pursuit of
wandering lovers.”
 
 
Their scandalous behavior—disguising themselves as men, gambling, and publicly disputing with their
husbands—served as more than just entertainment. It sparked discussions across Europe concerning the legal
rights of husbands over their wives.Elizabeth Goldsmith’s vibrant biography of the Mancini sisters—drawn
from personal papers of the players involved and the tabloids of the time—illuminates the lives of two
pioneering free spirits who were feminists long before the word existed.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Pinkney:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Kings' Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini,
Princess Colonna, and Her Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Kings' Mistresses:
The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and Her Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Kings' Mistresses: The
Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and Her Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Charles Anderson:

This The Kings' Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and Her Sister
Hortense, Duchess Mazarin are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Kings' Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and Her
Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this The Kings' Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess
Colonna, and Her Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Larry Hayes:

You can obtain this The Kings' Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and
Her Sister Hortense, Duchess Mazarin by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Richard Starkes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know



that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Kings'
Mistresses: The Liberated Lives of Marie Mancini, Princess Colonna, and Her Sister Hortense, Duchess
Mazarin.
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