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Fabricating Women examines the social institution of the seamstresses’ guild in France from the time of
Louis X1V to the Revolution. In contrast with previous scholarship on women and gender in the early
modern period, Clare Haru Crowston asserts that the rise of the absol ute state, with its centralizing and
unifying tendencies, could actually increase women's economic, social, and legal opportunities and allow
them to thrive in corporate organizations such as the guild. Y et Crowston also reveal s paradoxical
consequences of the guild’ s success, such as how its growing membership and visibility ultimately fostered
an essentialized femininity that was tied to fashion and appearances.

Situating the seamstresses’ guild as both an economic and political institution, Crowston exploresin
particular its relationship with the all-male tailors' guild, which had dominated the clothing fabrication trade
in France until women challenged this monopoly during the seventeenth century. Combining archival
evidence with visual images, technical literature, philosophical treatises, and fashion journals, she al'so
investigates the techniques the seamstresses used to make and sell clothing, how the garments reflected and
shaped modern conceptions of femininity, and guild officials' interactions with royal and municipal
authorities. Finally, by offering arevealing portrait of these women'’s private lives—explaining, for instance,
how many seamstresses went beyond traditional female boundaries by choosing to remain single and
establish their own households—Crowston challenges existing ideas about women’s work and family in
early modern Europe.

Although clothing lay at the heart of French economic production, social distinction, and cultural identity,
Fabricating Women is the first book to investigate this immense and archetypal female guild in depth. It will
be welcomed by students and scholars of French and European history, women’s and labor history, fashion
and technology, and early modern political economy.
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From reader reviews:
Pamela Rhodes:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791.

Michelle Fulk:

Y ou can obtain this Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your persona ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till
upgrade. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

David M cCabe:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old
Regime France, 1675-1791 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Michael Say:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675-1791 can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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