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Americans are owly waking up to the dire effects of racial profiling, police brutality, and mass
incarceration, especialy in disadvantaged neighborhoods and communities of color. The criminal courts are
the crucial gateway between police action on the street and the processing of primarily black and Latino
defendantsinto jails and prisons. And yet the courts, often portrayed as sacred, impartial institutions, have
remained shrouded in secrecy, with the majority of Americans kept in the dark about how they function
internally. Crook County bursts open the courthouse doors and enters the hallways, courtrooms, judges
chambers, and attorneys' offices to reveal aworld of punishment determined by race, not offense.

Nicole Gonzalez Van Cleve spent ten years working in and investigating the largest criminal courthouse in
the country, Chicago-Cook County, and based on over 1,000 hours of observation, she takes readersinside
our so-called halls of justice to witness the types of everyday racial abuses that fester within the courts, often
in plain sight. We watch white courtroom professionals classify and deliberate on the fates of mostly black
and L atino defendants while racial abuse and due process violations are encouraged and even seen as
justified. Judges fall asleep on the bench. Prosecutors hang out like frat boys in the judges chambers while
the fates of defendants hang in the balance. Public defenders make choices about which defendants they will
try to "save" and which they will sacrifice. Sheriff's officers cruelly mock and abuse defendants’ family
members.

Crook County's powerful and at times devastating narratives reveal startling truths about alegal culture
steeped in racial abuse. Defendants find themselves thrust into a pernicious legal world where courtroom
actors live and breathe racism while simultaneously committing themselves to a colorblind ideal. Van Cleve
urges all citizens to take a closer look at the way we do justice in Americaand to hold our arbiters of justice
accountable to the highest standards of equality.
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From reader reviews:
William Leininger:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest
Criminal Court. Try to stumble through book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest
Crimina Court as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Stephen Bruns:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas
Largest Crimina Court. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how is important the book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas Largest Criminal Court.
Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you fedl bored to go
tothelibrary. Let's study.

Sandra Castillo:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest
Crimina Court as your daily resource information.

Lillian Thrasher:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source thisfilled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas Largest Criminal Court when you essentia it?
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