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Johnnie Wickersham was fourteen when he ran away from his Missouri home to fight for the Confederacy.
Fifty years after the war, he wrote his memoir at the request of family and friends and distributed it privately
in 1915. Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham offers not only a rare look into
the Civil War through the eyes of a child but also a coming-of-age story.

Edited by Kathleen Gorman, the volume presents a new introduction and annotations that explain how the
war was glorified over time, the harsh realities suppressed in the nation’s collective memory. Gorman
describes a man who nostalgically remembers the boy he once was. She maintains that the older Wickersham
who put pen to paper decades later likely glorified and embellished the experience, accepting a polished
interpretation of his own past.

Wickersham recounts that during his first skirmish he was "wild with the ecstasy of it all" and notes that he
was "too young to appreciate the danger." The memoir traces his participation in an October 1861
Confederate charge against Springfield, Missouri; his fight at the battle of Pea Ridge in March 1862; his stay
at a plantation he calls Fairyland; and the battle of Corinth.

The volume details Wickersham’s assignment as an orderly for General Sterling Price, his capture at
Vicksburg in 1863, his parole, and later his service with General John Bell Hood for the 1864 fighting
around Atlanta. Wickersham also describes the Confederate surrender in New Orleans, the reconciliation of
the North and the South, and his own return and reunification with his family.

While Gorman’s incisive introduction and annotations allow readers to consider how memories can be
affected by the passage of time, Wickersham’s boy-turned-soldier tale offers readers an engaging narrative,
detailing the perceptions of a child on the cusp of adulthood during a turbulent period in our nation’s history.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Carroll:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham.

Carol Reck:

Typically the book Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The
Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Pauline Lipman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Edna Dixon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham when you desired it?
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