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Over seven million Americans are either incarcerated, on probation, or on parole, with their criminal records
often following them for life and affecting access to higher education, jobs, and housing. Court-ordered
monetary sanctions that compel criminal defendants to pay fines, fees, surcharges, and restitution further
inhibit their ability to reenter society. In A Pound of Flesh, sociologist Alexes Harris analyzes the rise of
monetary sanctions in the criminal justice system and shows how they permanently penalize and marginalize
the poor. She exposes the damaging effects of a little-understood component of criminal sentencing and
shows how it further perpetuates racial and economic inequality.

Harris draws from extensive sentencing data, legal documents, observations of court hearings, and interviews
with defendants, judges, prosecutors, and other court officials. She documents how low-income defendants
are affected by monetary sanctions, which include fees for public defenders and a variety of processing
charges. Until these debts are paid in full, individuals remain under judicial supervision, subject to court
summons, warrants, and jail stays. As a result of interest and surcharges that accumulate on unpaid financial
penalties, these monetary sanctions often become insurmountable legal debts which many offenders carry for
the remainder of their lives. Harris finds that such fiscal sentences, which are imposed disproportionately on
low-income minorities, help create a permanent economic underclass and deepen social stratification.

A Pound of Flesh delves into the court practices of five counties in Washington State to illustrate the ways in
which subjective sentencing shapes the practice of monetary sanctions. Judges and court clerks hold a
considerable degree of discretion in the sentencing and monitoring of monetary sanctions and rely on
individual values—such as personal responsibility, meritocracy, and paternalism—to determine how much
and when offenders should pay. Harris shows that monetary sanctions are imposed at different rates across
jurisdictions, with little or no state government oversight. Local officials’ reliance on their own values and
beliefs can also push offenders further into debt—for example, when judges charge defendants who lack the
means to pay their fines with contempt of court and penalize them with additional fines or jail time.

A Pound of Flesh provides a timely examination of how monetary sanctions permanently bind poor offenders
to the judicial system. Harris concludes that in letting monetary sanctions go unchecked, we have created a
two-tiered legal system that imposes additional burdens on already-marginalized groups.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Pound of Flesh: Monetary Sanctions as Punishment for
the Poor (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

John Harrison:

The reason why? Because this A Pound of Flesh: Monetary Sanctions as Punishment for the Poor (Amer
Sociological Association's Rose Ser) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Donald Gullett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer could be A Pound of Flesh: Monetary Sanctions as Punishment for the Poor (Amer Sociological
Association's Rose Ser) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lauren Miner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Pound of Flesh: Monetary
Sanctions as Punishment for the Poor (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser) which is keeping the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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