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The Buddha himself said in a Lesser Vehicle sutra: "Son of the family! You are to become expert in the
skandhas. You are to become expert in the ayatanas. You are to become expert in the dhatus. You are to
become expert in pratityasamutpada. You are to become expert in topics. You are to become expert in non-
topics." With these words, the Buddha indicated that there are six topics which must be learned, at least to
some extent, by every one of his followers. Although the Buddha gave these teachings in the Lesser Vehicle,
they are a necessary foundation for practitioners of all levels, from those studying the Lesser Vehicle to those
practising Mahamudra and Great Completion. This book gives a thorough explanation of the six topics using
a text written by Zhanphen Chokyi Nangwa, or Khenchen Zhan-ga as he is more commonly known, the
greatest of all abbots to have presided over the famous Shri Singha monastic college at Dzogchen Monastery,
Tibet. The author of the book, the well-known teacher and translator Tony Duff, supplements the
explanations in the text with many clarifications in an extensive introduction. The text is very similar to
Mipham Namgyal's famous "mkhas 'jug" or Gateway to Knowledge as it has been called. Unfortunately,
Mipham's text is difficult for beginners. Zhan-ga's text is quite different; it was not written merely as a piece
of scholarship, but was carefully composed so as not to exclude beginners with excessively difficult
explanations and moreover to be helpful to practitioners of all levels. For these reasons, Gangteng Tulku has
selected our book rather than Mipham's Gateway of Knowledge in order to teach this topic to students in the
second year of his shedra. Extensive explanations of the meaning of the six topics are provided by the author
from his own knowledge gathered during forty years of studying with the Gelug, Kagyu, and Nyingma
traditions, not to mention his extensive stays at Dzogchen Monastery where he learned the approach of
Zhan-ga directly from Zhan-ga's successors. Ample footnotes, an extensive glossary, and a carefully
corrected edition of the Tibetan text are also provided.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Berry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Six Topics That All Buddhists Learn. Try to face the
book The Six Topics That All Buddhists Learn as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when
you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lisa Gaither:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Six Topics That All Buddhists
Learn. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Maria Huffman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Six Topics That All Buddhists Learn book
because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Melvin Lucero:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Six Topics That All Buddhists Learn this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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