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The love of God is perhaps the most essential element in Judaism—but also one of the most confounding. In
biblical and rabbinic literature, the obligation to love God appears as a formal commandment. Yet most
people today think of love as a feeling. How can an emotion be commanded? How could one ever fulfill
such a requirement? The Love of God places these scholarly and existential questions in a new light.

Jon Levenson traces the origins of the concept to the ancient institution of covenant, showing how
covenantal love is a matter neither of sentiment nor of dry legalism. The love of God is instead a deeply
personal two-way relationship that finds expression in God’s mysterious love for the people of Israel, who in
turn observe God’s laws out of profound gratitude for his acts of deliverance. Levenson explores how this
bond has survived episodes in which God’s love appears to be painfully absent—as in the brutal persecutions
of Talmudic times—and describes the intensely erotic portrayals of the relationship by biblical prophets and
rabbinic interpreters of the Song of Songs. He examines the love of God as a spiritual discipline in the
Middle Ages as well as efforts by two influential modern Jewish thinkers—Martin Buber and Franz
Rosenzweig—to recover this vital but endangered aspect of their tradition.

A breathtaking work of scholarship and spirituality alike that is certain to provoke debate, The Love of God
develops fascinating insights into the foundations of religious life in the classical Jewish tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Neidig:

This The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism (Library of
Jewish Ideas) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of
this The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism (Library of Jewish
Ideas) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism
(Library of Jewish Ideas) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Rose:

Exactly why? Because this The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in
Judaism (Library of Jewish Ideas) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Luther Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human
Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism (Library of Jewish Ideas) guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism (Library of
Jewish Ideas) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Robert King:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but



nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism
(Library of Jewish Ideas) can make you experience more interested to read.
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