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There is a profound crisis in the United States' foster care system, Jill Duerr Berrick writes in this expertly
researched, passionately written book. No state has passed the federally mandated Child and Family Service
Review; two-thirds of the state systems have faced class-action lawsuits demanding change; and most
tellingly, well over half of all children who enter foster care never go home. The field of child welfare has
lost its way and is neglecting its fundamental responsibility to the most vulnerable children and families in
America.

The family stories Berrick weaves throughout the chapters provide a vivid backdrop for her statistics.
Amanda, raised in foster care, began having children of her own while still a teen and lost them to the system
when she became addicted to drugs. Tracy, brought up by her schizophrenic single mother, gave birth to the
first of eight children at age fourteen and saw them all shuffled through foster care as she dealt drugs and
went to prison. Both they and the other individuals that Berrick features spent years without adequate support
from social workers or the government before finally achieving a healthier life; many people never do. But
despite the clear crisis in child welfare, most calls for reform have focused on unproven prevention methods,
not on improving the situation for those already caught in the system. Berrick argues that real child welfare
reform will only occur when the centerpiece of child welfare - reunification, permanency, and foster care - is
reaffirmed.

Take Me Home reminds us that children need long-term caregivers who can help them develop and thrive.
When troubled parents can't change enough to permit reunification, alternative permanency options must be
pursued. And no reform will matter for the hundreds of thousands of children entering foster care each year
in America unless their experience of out-of-home care is considerably better than the one many now
experience. Take Me Home offers prescriptions for policy change and strategies for parents, social workers,
and judges struggling with permanency decisions. Readers will come away reinvigorated in their thinking
about how to get children to the homes they need.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Humphries:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Take Me Home: Protecting America's Vulnerable Children and Families.

Justin Pritchett:

Take Me Home: Protecting America's Vulnerable Children and Families can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Take Me
Home: Protecting America's Vulnerable Children and Families but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Michael Hollinger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Take Me Home: Protecting
America's Vulnerable Children and Families reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Take Me Home: Protecting America's Vulnerable Children and Families as good book not just by
the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jaime Friend:

The book untitled Take Me Home: Protecting America's Vulnerable Children and Families contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice study.
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