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A masterful and vivid portrayal of a young boy's awakening to true love in the sensual landscape of
Western Australia. Winner of the Australian Literature Society Gold Medal, 1937.

Fifteen-year-old Charles Fox is sent away to boarding school, innocent, alone and afraid. There one of his
masters develops an intense attachment to him. But when Charles meets Margaret, a girl staying at a nearby
farm for the holidays, he is besotted, and a passionate, unforgettable romance begins.

Published in London in 1937 to wide acclaim, The Young Desire It is a stunning debut novel about coming
of age: an intimate and lyrical account of first love, and a rich evocation of rural Western Australia. This
edition includes a new introduction by David Malouf.

Kenneth Mackenzie was born in 1913 in South Perth. His parents divorced in 1919, and thereafter he lived
with his mother and maternal grandfather. Unhappy years boarding at Guildford Grammar School were the
basis for his highly acclaimed first novel, The Young Desire It, which was published in London in 1937.
Mackenzie's subsequent novels were The Chosen (1938), Dead Men Rising (1951), based partly on his
experience of the Cowra breakout and The Refuge (1954); he also produced two volumes of poetry. He
received a number of grants and awards, including the Australian Literature Society Gold Medal.

'The Young Desire It is a revelation: a coming-of-age novel from 1937 that deserves a place alongside the
classics in this genre. It's a feverish, fascinating, and surprising look into the mind of an adolescent
discovering a sense of self in his quest for love. It's also a remarkably nuanced and moving portrait of the
struggles of those around him to come to terms with their own lives and longings.' Will Schwalbe, author of
The End of Your Life Book Club

'A hymn to youth, to life, to sexual freedom and moral independence.' David Malouf

'A beautifully written story of a sensitive boy's movement towards adult love.' Sydney Morning Herald

'The Young Desire It is an extraordinary novel, dazzling in its texture, wholly original in its vision, and
heartbreaking in the power and freshness of the story it tells.' Peter Craven, Australian Book Review

'The Young Desire It is one of the most brilliant, confident and unusual instances of a Bildungsroman in
Australian literature.' Peter Pierce, Sydney Review of Books

'The Young Desire It reminds us there is more than a single line of descent in Australian
literature...Mackenzie, who died, penniless and forgotten in his 50s, turns out to be a missing link in our
literary tradition. The family tree burgeons at his return.' Weekend Australian

'Mackenzie's prose is at its most sparkling and most sensuous in this novel, and he evokes the hot Western
Australian landscape with rare force...[The Young Desire It] is a pastoral charged with the awakening of
desire, like spring.' Douglas Stewart

'Sensitive, vital and erotic.' Veronica Brady, Australian Dictionary of Biography



'The Young Desire It presents the adolescent boy's view with power and poignancy.' The Times
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Young Desire It: Text Classics.

Karen Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular The Young Desire It: Text Classics is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Richard Ma:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Young Desire It: Text Classics as your daily
resource information.

Miguel Penix:

The actual book The Young Desire It: Text Classics will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Young Desire It: Text Classics is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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