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In Mediterranean Winter, Robert D. Kaplan, the bestselling author of Balkan Ghosts and Eastward to
Tartary, relives an austere, haunting journey he took as a youth through the off-season Mediterranean. The
awnings are rolled up and the other tourists are gone, so the damp, cold weather takes him back to the 1950s
and earlier—a golden, intensely personal age of tourism.

Decades ago, Kaplan voyaged from North Africa to Italy, Yugoslavia, and Greece, luxuriating in the radical
freedom of youth, unaccountable to time because there was always time to make up for a mistake. He recalls
that journey in this Persian miniature of a book, less to look inward into his own past than to look outward in
order to dissect the process of learning through travel, in which a succession of new landscapes can lead to
books and artwork never before encountered.

Kaplan first imagines Tunis as the glow of gypsum lamps shimmering against lime-washed mosques; the city
he actually discovers is even more intoxicating. He takes the reader to the ramparts of a Turkish kasbah
where Carthaginian, Roman, and Byzantine forts once stood: “I could see deep into Algeria over a rib-work
of hills so gaunt it seemed the wind had torn the flesh off them.” In these austere and aromatic surroundings
he discovers Saint Augustine; the courtyards of Tunis lead him to the historical writings of Ibn Khaldun.

Kaplan takes us to the fifth-century Greek temple at Segesta, where he reflects on the ill-fated Athenian
invasion of Sicily. At Hadrian’s villa, “Shattered domes revealed clouds moving overhead in countless
visions of eternity. It was a place made for silence and for contemplation, where you wanted a book handy.
Every corner was a cloister. No view was panoramic: each seemed deliberately composed.”

Kaplan’s bus and train travels, his nighttime boat voyages, and his long walks in one archaeological site after
another lead him to subjects as varied as the Berber threat to Carthage; the Roman army’s hunt for the
warlord Jugurtha; the legacy of Byzantine art; the medieval Greek philosopher Georgios Gemistos Plethon,
who helped kindle the Italian Renaissance; twentieth-century British literary writing about Greece; and the
links between Rodin and the Croa-
tian sculptor Ivan Mestrovic. Within these pages are smells, tastes, and the profundity of chance encounters.
Mediterranean Winter begins in Rodin’s sculpture garden in Paris, passes through the gritty streets of
Marseilles, and ends with a moving epiphany about Greece as the world prepares for the 2004 Summer
Olympics in Athens.

Mediterranean Winter is the story of an education. It is filled with memories and history, not the author’s
alone, but humanity’s as well.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Mediterranean Winter book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kerri Goodman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mediterranean Winter, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Susan Gagnon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Mediterranean Winter can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.

Joshua White:

Beside this particular Mediterranean Winter in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Mediterranean Winter because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!
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