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In the antebellum South, divorce was an explosive issue. As one lawmaker put it, divorce was to be viewed
as a form of "madness," and as another asserted, divorce reduced communities to the "lowest ebb of
degeneracy." How was it that in this climate, the number of divorces rose steadily during the antebellum era?
In Families in Crisis in the Old South, Loren Schweninger uses previously unexplored records to argue that
the difficulties these divorcing families faced reveal much about the reality of life in a slave-holding society
as well as the myriad difficulties confronted by white southern families who chose not to divorce.
Basing his argument on almost 800 divorce cases from the southern United States, Schweninger explores the
impact of divorce and separation on white families and on the enslaved and provides insights on issues
including domestic violence, interracial adultery, alcoholism, insanity, and property relations. He examines
how divorce and separation laws changed, how married women's property rights expanded, how definitions
of inhuman treatment of wives evolved, and how these divorces challenged conventional mores.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Holmes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Families in Crisis in the Old
South: Divorce, Slavery, and the Law. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

George Thomas:

The book Families in Crisis in the Old South: Divorce, Slavery, and the Law will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Families in Crisis in the Old South: Divorce, Slavery,
and the Law is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Rene Moore:

The particular book Families in Crisis in the Old South: Divorce, Slavery, and the Law has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jose Crawford:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Families in Crisis
in the Old South: Divorce, Slavery, and the Law which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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