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Presentation of a new, ethical vision of democracy built around self-rule, civic education, and ethical
cultivation.

A new ethical concept of democracy as the cultivation and practice of civic virtues in a pluralistic setting is
presented in this thoughtful and wide-ranging study. Drawing upon such figures as Aristotle, Montesquieu,
Hegel, Dewey, Heidegger, Arendt, and Lefort, Fred Dallmayr emphasizes the need for civic education and
practical-ethical engagement in all societies aspiring to be democratic. With reference to Middle Eastern
societies and especially Iran, Dallmayr explores the possible compatibility between democracy and Islamic
faith. In a similar vein, he discusses the strengths of Gandhian and Confucian democracy as possible
correctives to current versions of “minimalist” democracy and the cult of laissez-faire liberalism and
neoliberalism. Addressing how to instill a democratic ethos in societies where corporations and elites
exercise a great deal of power, The Promise of Democracy presents an inspired vision of democracy as
popular “self-rule” in which ethical cultivation and self-transformation make possible a nondomineering kind
of political agency. Against this background, Dallmayr casts democracy as a “promise,” making room for the
unlimited horizons opened up by a new understanding of liberty and equality.

“…the book contains seeds of thought on the issue of religion, identity, and politics vitally in need of
reflection in light of the need to generate collective action in the global political arena.” — Philosophy in
Review

Fred Dallmayr is Professor of Philosophy and Political Science at the University of Notre Dame. He is the
author of several books, including Beyond Orientalism: Essays on Cross-Cultural Encounter and Margins of
Political Discourse, both also published by SUNY Press, and In Search of the Good Life: A Pedagogy for
Troubled Times.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Kirby:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Promise of Democracy: Political
Agency and Transformation book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Marilyn Perez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Promise of
Democracy: Political Agency and Transformation suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Promise of Democracy: Political Agency and
Transformationis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Dawn Bliss:

Beside this particular The Promise of Democracy: Political Agency and Transformation in your phone, it
may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Promise of Democracy: Political Agency and Transformation
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

David Fulton:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is The Promise of Democracy: Political Agency and
Transformation. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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