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The 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia brought an end to the Prague Spring and its promise of
"socialism with a human face." Before the invasion, Czech reformers had made unexpected use of television
to advance political and social change. In its aftermath, Communist Party leaders employed the medium to
achieve "normalization," pitching television stars against political dissidents in a televised spectacle that
defined the times. The Greengrocer and His TV offers a new cultural history of communism from the Prague
Spring to the Velvet Revolution that reveals how state-endorsed ideologies were played out on television,
particularly through soap opera-like serials. In focusing on the small screen, Paulina Bren looks to the
"normal" of normalization, to the everyday experience of late communism. The figure central to this book is
the greengrocer who, in a seminal essay by Václav Havel, symbolized the ordinary citizen who acquiesced to
the communist regime out of fear. Bren challenges simplistic dichotomies of fearful acquiescence and
courageous dissent to dramatically reconfigure what we know, or think we know, about everyday life under
communism in the 1970s and 1980s. Deftly moving between the small screen, the street, and the Central
Committee (and imaginatively drawing on a wide range of sources that include television shows, TV
viewers' letters, newspapers, radio programs, the underground press, and the Communist Party archives),
Bren shows how Havel's greengrocer actually experienced "normalization" and the ways in which popular
television serials framed this experience. Now back by popular demand, socialist-era serials, such as The
Woman Behind the Counter and The Thirty Adventures of Major Zeman, provide, Bren contends, a way of
seeing—literally and figuratively—Czechoslovakia's normalization and Eastern Europe's real socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Kile:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague
Spring book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after
the 1968 Prague Spring content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

John Morris:

The book with title The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring
includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Robin Castillo:

This The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring is great e-book
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968
Prague Spring in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Jackie Peters:

Beside that The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after
the 1968 Prague Spring because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you



oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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