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In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, type for newspapers and books was set one letter at a time,
and the manufacturers of the metal type used in the printing trade were called typefounders. This prominent
yet rarely documented industry was essential to the development of modern American publishing and was
particularly prevalent in St. Louis. In Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization,
Robert A. Mullen recognizes the city’s significant contributions to typefounding and details how the craft
fundamentally changed through mechanization, growth, and the creation of a large conglomerate.

Like many trades of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that were eventually lost to industrialization,
the typefoundries of St. Louis grew from small shops to factories with organized labor. Mullen describes
three distinct periods of the industry that emerged in St. Louis’s typefounding trade: the early struggles in
establishing the industry there, the period of intense competition and creative enterprise, and the proliferation
of new companies that appealed to those customers who felt alienated by the monopolizing older companies.

Mullen discusses at length the technological, social, and demographic foundations of the immense growth of
the trade in the nineteenth century, identifying the changes in typographical design and the demand for it in
the new era of advertising. He also profiles the workers, working conditions, and labor issues—such as the
failed industry-wide strike of 1903—that emerged as the craft of typefounding entered the industrial age.
More than two hundred type designs that originated with the St. Louis firms are listed in an appendix with
examples of each face. The volume also contains a list of the catalogs of the St. Louis typefoundries known
to exist in the public and academic libraries of the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Recasting a Craft: St. Louis
Typefounders Respond to Industrialization? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cleveland Bolton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization, you can tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Bonnie Skelton:

Exactly why? Because this Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ann Potter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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