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Real musicians don’t sign autographs, date models, or fly in private jets. They spend their lives in practice
rooms and basement clubs or toiling in the obscurity of coffee-shop gigs, casino jobs, and the European
festival circuit. The ten linked stories in Power Ballads are devoted to this unheard virtuoso: the working
musician.
 
From the wings of sold-out arenas to hip-hop studios to polka bars, these stories are born out of a nocturnal
world where music is often simply work, but also where it can, in rare moments, become a source of grace
and transcendence, speaking about the things we never seem to say to each other. A skilled but snobby jazz
drummer joins a costumed heavy metal band to pay his rent. A country singer tries to turn her brutal past into
a successful career. A vengeful rock critic reenters the life of an emerging singer-songwriter, bent on
wreaking havoc. The characters in Power Ballads—aging head-bangers, jobbers, techno DJs, groupies, and
the occasional rock star (and those who have to live with them)—need music to survive, yet find themselves
lost when the last note is played, the lights go up, and it’s time to return to regular life.
 
By turns melancholy and hilarious, Power Ballads is not only a deeply felt look at the lives of musicians but
also an exploration of the secret music that plays inside us all.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Power Ballads (Iowa Short Fiction Award) as
the daily resource information.

Colleen Holden:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Power Ballads (Iowa Short Fiction Award) can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Carmelita Ratliff:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Power Ballads (Iowa Short Fiction
Award) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Power Ballads (Iowa Short Fiction Award) as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kenneth Jordan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Power Ballads (Iowa Short Fiction Award) this guide consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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