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Until now the advent of Western romantic love has been seen as a liberation from—or antidote to—ten
centuries of misogyny. In this major contribution to gender studies, R. Howard Bloch demonstrates how
similar the ubiquitous antifeminism of medieval times and the romantic idealization of woman actually are.

Through analyses of a broad range of patristic and medieval texts, Bloch explores the Christian construction
of gender in which the flesh is feminized, the feminine is aestheticized, and aesthetics are condemned in
theological terms. Tracing the underlying theme of virginity from the Church Fathers to the courtly poets,
Bloch establishes the continuity between early Christian antifeminism and the idealization of woman that
emerged in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In conclusion he explains the likely social, economic, and
legal causes for the seeming inversion of the terms of misogyny into those of an idealizing tradition of love
that exists alongside its earlier avatar until the current era.

This startling study will be of great value to students of medieval literature as well as to historians of culture
and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Medieval Misogyny and the
Invention of Western Romantic Love has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Medieval Misogyny and the
Invention of Western Romantic Love is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

John Carter:

This Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love having good arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Diana Rush:

The reserve untitled Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Stephanie Bush:

The book Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.
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