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#1 New York Times bestselling author Dava Sobel returns with the captivating, little-known true story
of a group of women whose remarkable contributions to the burgeoning field of astronomy forever
changed our understanding of the stars and our place in the universe
 
In the mid-nineteenth century, the Harvard College Observatory began employing women as calculators, or
“human computers,” to interpret the observations made via telescope by their male counterparts each night.
At the outset this group included the wives, sisters, and daughters of the resident astronomers, but by the
1880s the female corps included graduates of the new women's colleges—Vassar, Wellesley, and Smith. As
photography transformed the practice of astronomy, the ladies turned to studying the stars captured nightly
on glass photographic plates. The “glass universe” of half a million plates that Harvard amassed in this
period—thanks in part to the early financial support of another woman, Mrs. Anna Draper, whose late
husband pioneered the technique of stellar photography—enabled the women to make extraordinary
discoveries that attracted worldwide acclaim. They helped discern what stars were made of, divided the stars
into meaningful categories for further research, and found a way to measure distances across space by
starlight. Their ranks included Williamina Fleming, a Scottish woman originally hired as a maid who went
on to identify ten novae and more than three hundred variable stars, Annie Jump Cannon, who designed a
stellar classification system that was adopted by astronomers the world over and is still in use, and Dr.
Cecilia Helena Payne-Gaposchkin, who in 1956 became the first ever woman professor of astronomy at
Harvard—and Harvard’s first female department chair. Elegantly written and enriched by excerpts from
letters, diaries, and memoirs, The Glass Universe is the hidden history of a group of remarkable women who,
through their hard work and groundbreaking discoveries, disproved the commonly held belief that the gentler
sex had little to contribute to human knowledge.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed The Glass Universe? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Larry Munoz:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Glass Universe is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dale Fain:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The Glass
Universe.

Edwina Hinkle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Glass Universe.
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