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Heroin was only one drug among many that worried Progressive Era anti-vice reformers, but by the mid-
twentieth century, heroin addiction came to symbolize irredeemable deviance. Creating the American Junkie
examines how psychiatristsand psychologists produced a construction of opiate addicts as deviants with
inherently flawed personalities caught in the grip of a dependency from which few would ever escape. Their
portrayal of the tough urban addict helped bolster the federal government's policy of drug prohibition and
created a social context that made the life of the American heroin addict, or junkie, more, not less, precarious
in the wake of Progressive Era reforms.

Weaving together the accounts of addicts and researchers, Acker examines how the construction of addiction
in the early twentieth century was strongly influenced by the professional concerns of psychiatrists seeking
to increase their medical authority; by the disciplinary ambitions of pharmacologists to build a drug
development infrastructure; and by the American Medical Association's campaign to reduce prescriptions of
opiates and to absolve physicians in private practice from the necessity of treating difficult addicts as
patients. In contrast, early sociological studies of heroin addicts formed a basis for criticizing the
criminalization of addiction. By 1940, Acker concludes, a particular configuration of ideas about opiate
addiction was firmly in place and remained essentially stable until the enormous demographic changes in
drug use of the 1960s and 1970s prompted changes in the understanding of addiction?and in public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

Within other case, little people like to read book Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the
Classic Era of Narcotic Control. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era
of Narcotic Control. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Percy Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Creating the American
Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Cathy Spearman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Creating the American
Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Creating
the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control become your starter.

Jeff Weaver:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Creating the American
Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's view.
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