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Starting at the turn of the century, most African American midwives in the South were gradually excluded
from reproductive health care. Gertrude Fraser shows how physicians, public health personnel, and state
legislators mounted a campaign ostensibly to improve maternal and infant health, especially in rural areas.
They brought traditional midwives under the control of a supervisory body, and eventually eliminated them.
In the writings and programs produced by these physicians and public health officials, Fraser finds a universe
of ideas about race, gender, the relationship of medicine to society, and the status of the South in the national
political and social economies.

Fraser also studies this experience through dialogues of memory. She interviews members of a rural Virginia
African American community that included not just retired midwives and their descendants, but anyone who
lived through this transformation in medical care--especially the women who gave birth at home attended by
a midwife. She compares these narrations to those in contemporary medical journals and public health
materials, discovering contradictions and ambivalence: was the midwife a figure of shame or pride? How did
one distance oneself from what was now considered "superstitious" or "backward" and at the same time
acknowledge and show pride in the former unquestioned authority of these beliefs and practices?

In an important contribution to African American studies and anthropology, African American Midwifery in
the South brings new voices to the discourse on the hidden world of midwives and birthing.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive
more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The African American Midwifery in the South is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Milton Hill:

The particular book African American Midwifery in the South has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this book.

Virginia Kang:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely African American Midwifery in the South.

Nichol Colby:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually African American Midwifery in the South. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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