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America is a nation of ardent, knowledgeable birdwatchers. But how did it become so? And what role did the
field guide play in our passion for spotting, watching, and describing birds?

In the Field, Among the Feathered tells the history of field guides to birds in America from the Victorian era
to the present, relating changes in the guides to shifts in science, the craft of field identification, and new
technologies for the mass reproduction of images. Drawing on his experience as a passionate birder and on a
wealth of archival research, Thomas Dunlap shows how the twin pursuits of recreation and conservation
have inspired birders and how field guides have served as the preferred method of informal education about
nature for well over a century.

The book begins with the first generation of late 19th-century birdwatchers who built the hobby when opera
glasses were often the best available optics and bird identification was sketchy at best. As America became
increasingly urban, birding became more attractive, and with Roger Tory Peterson's first field guide in 1934,
birding grew in both popularity and accuracy. By the 1960s recreational birders were attaining new levels of
expertise, even as the environmental movement made birding's other pole, conservation, a matter of human
health and planetary survival. Dunlap concludes by showing how recreation and conservation have reached a
new balance in the last 40 years, as scientists have increasingly turned to amateurs, whose expertise had been
honed by the new guides, to gather the data they need to support habitat preservation.

Putting nature lovers and citizen-activists at the heart of his work, Thomas Dunlap offers an entertaining
history of America's long-standing love affair with birds, and with the books that have guided and informed
their enthusiasm.
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From reader reviews:

Tisha Betancourt:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this In the Field, Among the
Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lois Maestas:

In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides but doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Larry Boggs:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides can make you
sense more interested to read.

Karl Wolfe:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History
of Birders and Their Guides to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders
and Their Guides can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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