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The summer of 2008 was the summer of love and commitment for gays and lesbians in the United States.
Thousands of same-sex couples stood in line for wedding licenses all over California in the first few days
after same-sex marriage was legalized. On the other side of the country, Massachusetts, the very first state to
give gay couples marriage rights, took the last step to full equality by allowing same-sex couples from other
states to marry there as well. These happy times for same-sex couples were the hallmark of true equality for
some, yet others questioned whether the very bedrock of society was crumbling. What would this new step
portend?

In order to find out the impact of same-sex marriage, M. V. Lee Badgett traveled to a land where it has been
legal for same-sex couples to marry since 2001: the Netherlands. Badgett interviews gay couples to find out
how this step has affected their lives. We learn about the often surprising changes to their relationships, the
reactions of their families, and work colleagues. Moreover, Badgett is interested in the ways that the
institution itself has been altered for the larger society. How has the concept of marriage changed? When
Gay People Get Married gives readers a primer on the current state of the same-sex marriage debate, and a
new way of framing the issue that provides valuable new insights into the political, social, and personal
stakes involved.

The experiences of other countries and these pioneering American states serve as a crystal ball as we grapple
with this polarizing issue in the American context. The evidence shows both that marriage changes gay
people more than gay people change marriage, and that it is the most liberal countries and states making the
first move to recognize gay couples. In the end, Badgett compellingly shows that allowing gay couples to
marry does not destroy the institution of marriage and that many gay couples do benefit, in expected as well
as surprising ways, from the legal, social, and political rights that the institution offers.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book When Gay People Get Married:
What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage. All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Martin Solomon:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When
Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage to read.

George Rodriguez:

This When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage book is
just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular When Gay People Get Married: What
Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage without we understand teach the one who examining
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry When Gay People Get Married: What
Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ernest Tate:

You can get this When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex
Marriage by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make



your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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