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The first comprehensive history of principals in the United States.

The Principal’s Office is the first historical examination of one of the most important figures in American
education. Originating as a head teacher in the nineteenth century and evolving into the role of contemporary
educational leader, the school principal has played a central part in the development of American public
education. A local leader who not only manages the daily needs of the school but also represents district and
state officials, the school principal is the connecting hinge between classroom practice and educational
policy. Kate Rousmaniere explores the cultural, economic, and political pressures that have impacted school
leadership over time and considers professionalization, the experiences of women and people of color, and
progressive community initiatives. She discusses the intersections between the role of the school principal
with larger movements for civil rights, parental and community activism, and education reform. The school
principal emerges as a dynamic character in the center of the educational enterprise, ever maneuvering
between multiple constituencies, responding to technical and bureaucratic demands, and enacting different
leadership strategies. By focusing on the historic development of school leadership, this book provides
insights into the possibilities of school improvement for contemporary school leaders and reformers.

“Examining the history of ubiquitous objects is always a fascinating endeavor. The history of how principals
became universal fixtures in public schools over the past two centuries is no less captivating … This
excellent work would be very useful for both a graduate or undergraduate class on the history of American
education, an education class on the culture of public schools, as well as any general survey course on
American social movements. It represents the best kind of work in education and history.” — American
Studies

Kate Rousmaniere is Professor of Educational Leadership at Miami University of Ohio. She is the author of
several books, including Citizen Teacher: The Life and Leadership of Margaret Haley, also published by
SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Principal's Office:
A Social History of the American School Principal book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Kimberly Wood:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal.

Mildred Yen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal which is finding the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Corinne Parsons:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Principal's Office: A Social History
of the American School Principal can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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