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The night that my father burned his house down, well, I was just beginning to gather newspaper clippings
and notes for my novel. . . .

Petra Leyva has begun to write a novel about the Sanctuary Movement when she hears that her widowed,
womanizing father has set fire to his house in a drunken rage. Overwhelmed by family memories, Petra
begins a journey of introspection that leads her to explore what "sanctuary" really means to present-day
Chicanas. Petra learns there are various types of sanctuaries—not only those aiding Central America
refugees but also less obvious safe havens for the weak, the ill, the elderly, the poor. Universities are
sanctuaries to which the young can flee in search of a better life. There are psychological sanctuaries where
victims of sexual abuse or other forms of injustice can find relief from their private anguish. And as Petra
discovers, writing itself is a form of sanctuary.

By depicting the strength of Petra and other Chicanas, Margarita Cota-Cárdenas addresses the complexities
of life in an important period of time for the development of Chicana/o consciousness. As her characters
grapple with issues of family, abuse, and loss, they combine the traits of saints and devils, heroes and villains
to show that the representation of life is as complex as life itself. Sanctuaries of the Heart is a rich mosaic in
which narrative techniques mimic the act of remembrance, a confluence of streams of consciousness that
challenges canons of language and form.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Sanctuaries of the Heart / Santuarios del
Corazón: A novella in English and Spanish. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jennifer Tomasini:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sanctuaries of the Heart / Santuarios
del Corazón: A novella in English and Spanish reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Sanctuaries of the Heart / Santuarios del Corazón: A novella in English and Spanish as good book not simply
by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Latosha Page:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your limited
time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read. Sanctuaries of the Heart /
Santuarios del Corazón: A novella in English and Spanish can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.

Brent Henderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Sanctuaries of the Heart / Santuarios del
Corazón: A novella in English and Spanish or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Sanctuaries of the Heart / Santuarios del Corazón: A
novella in English and Spanish to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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