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The founder of Rhode Island and of the first Baptist Church in America, an original and passionate advocate
for religious freedom, a rare New England colonist who befriended Native Americans and took seriously
their culture and their legal rights, Roger Williams is the forgotten giant among the first English colonists.
Now, Edwin S. Gaustad, a leading expert on the life of Roger Williams, offers a vividly written and
authoritative biography of the most far-seeing of the early settlers--the first such biography written for a
general audience. Readers follow Roger and Mary Williams on their 1631 journey to Boston, where he soon
became embroiled in many controversies, most notably, his claim that the colonists had unjustly taken Native
American lands and his argument that civil authorities could not enforce religious duties. Soon banished for
these troubling (if farsighted) views, Williams wandered for fourteen weeks in bitter snow until he bought
land from the Narragansett Indians and founded Providence, which soon became a sanctuary for religious
freedom and a refuge for dissenters of all stripes. The book discusses Williams' journey back to London,
where he sought legal recognition of his colony, spread his enlightened views on Native Americans, and
(alongside John Milton) fought passionately for religious freedom. Gaustad also describes how the royal
charter of Rhode Island, obtained by Williams in 1663, would become the blueprint of religious freedom for
many other colonies and a foundation stone for the First Amendment.
Here then is a vibrant portrait of a great American who is truly worthy of remembrance.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies
Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Nancy Jackson:

This Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series) without we comprehend teach the one who looking
at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies
Series) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series) having
very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Bertha Montes:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series) as your daily
resource information.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series).
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