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Through the lives and works of three women in colonial California, Bárbara O. Reyes examines frontier
mission social spaces and their relationship to the creation of gendered colonial relations in the Californias.
She explores the function of missions and missionaries in establishing hierarchies of power and in defining
gendered spaces and roles, and looks at the ways that women challenged, and attempted to modify, the
construction of those hierarchies, roles, and spaces.

Reyes studies the criminal inquiry and depositions of Barbara Gandiaga, an Indian woman charged with
conspiracy to murder two priests at her mission; the divorce petition of Eulalia Callis, the first lady of
colonial California who petitioned for divorce from her adulterous governor-husband; and the testimonio of
Eulalia Pérez, the head housekeeper at Mission San Gabriel who acquired a position of significant authority
and responsibility but whose work has not been properly recognized. These three women's voices seem to
reach across time and place, calling for additional, more complex analysis and questions: Could women have
agency in the colonial Californias? Did the social structures or colonial processes in place in the frontier
setting of New Spain confine or limit them in particular gendered ways? And, were gender dynamics in
colonial California explicitly rigid as a result of the imperatives of the goals of colonization?
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Lester:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the
Californias (Chicana Matters).

David Packard:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of
the Californias (Chicana Matters) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Willa Killeen:

Beside this kind of Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana
Matters) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions
of the Californias (Chicana Matters) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Carlos Tabor:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the



Californias (Chicana Matters) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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