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A major history of early Americans' ideas about conservation

Fifty years after the American Revolution, the yeoman farmers who made up a large part of the new
country's voters faced a crisis. The very soil of American farms seemed to be failing, and agricultural
prosperity, upon which the Republic was founded, was threatened. Steven Stoll's passionate and brilliantly
argued book explores the tempestuous debates that erupted between "improvers," who believed in practices
that sustained and bettered the soil of existing farms, and "emigrants," who thought it was wiser and more
"American" to move westward as the soil gave out. Stoll examines the dozens of journals, from New York to
Virginia, that gave voice to the improvers' cause. He also focuses especially on two groups of farmers, in
Pennsylvania and South Carolina. He analyzes the similarities and differences in their farming habits in order
to illustrate larger regional concerns about the "new husbandry" in free and slave states.

Farming has always been the human activity that most disrupts nature, for good or ill. The decisions these
early Americans made about how to farm not only expressed their political and social faith, but also
influenced American attitudes about the environment for decades to come. Larding the Lean Earth is a signal
work of environmental history and an original contribution to the study of antebellum America.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Lowery:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Larding the Lean Earth: Soil
and Society in Nineteenth-Century America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Richard Burnett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in Nineteenth-
Century America can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Eula Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and
Society in Nineteenth-Century America is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Keith Lugo:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in Nineteenth-Century America when you desired
it?
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