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A peculiar feature of our country today, says Michael Barone, is that we seem to produce incompetent
eighteen-year-olds but remarkably competent thirty-year-olds. Indeed, American students lag behind their
peers in other nations, but America remains on the leading edge economically, scientifically, technologically,
and militarily.

The reason for this paradox, explains Barone in this brilliant essay, is that “from ages six to eighteen
Americans live mostly in what I call Soft America—the parts of our country where there is little competition
and accountability. But from ages eighteen to thirty Americans live mostly in Hard America—the parts of
American life subject to competition and accountability.” While Soft America coddles, Hard America plays
for keeps.

Educators, for example, protect children from the rigors of testing, ban dodgeball, and promote just about
any student who shows up. But most adults quickly figure out that how they do depends on what they
produce.

Barone sweeps readers along, showing how we came to the current divide—for things weren’t always this
way. In fact, no part of our society is all Hard or all Soft, and the boundary between Hard America and Soft
America often moves back and forth. Barone also shows where America is headed—or should be headed.
We don’t want to subject kindergartners to the rigors of the Marine Corps or leave old people uncared for.
But Soft America lives off the productivity, creativity, and competence of Hard America, and we have the
luxury of keeping part of our society Soft only if we keep most of it Hard.

Hard America, Soft America reveals:

• How the American situation is unique: In Europe, schooling is competitive and demanding, but adult life is
Soft, with generous welfare benefits, short work hours, long vacations, and state pensions

• How the American military has reclaimed the Hard goals and programs it abandoned in the Vietnam era

• How Hardness drives America’s economy—an economy that businesses and economists nearly destroyed
in the 1970s by spurning competition

• How America’s schools have failed because they are bastions of Softness—but how they are finally
showing signs of Hardening

• The benefits of Softness: How government programs like Social Security were necessary in what was a
harsh and unforgiving America

• Hard America, Soft America is a stunningly original and provocative work of social commentary from one
of this country’s most respected political analysts.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

The book Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Hard America, Soft America: Competition
vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Norman Eiland:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the
Battle for the Nation's Future book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling
and the Battle for the Nation's Future content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Staci Eager:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hard America, Soft America: Competition
vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by
its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Roberta Haile:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future.



You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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