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Reveals the role played by political and economic elites in the privileging of civilian commercial nuclear
energy over other options, such as solar, in the United States after 1945.

What set the United States on the path to developing commercial nuclear energy in the 1950s, and what led
to the seeming demise of that industry in the late 1970s? Why, in spite of the depletion of fossil fuels and the
obvious dangers of global warming, has the United States moved so slowly toward adopting alternatives? In
Energy and Empire, George A. Gonzalez presents a clear and concise argument demonstrating that economic
elites tied their advocacy of the nuclear energy option to post-1945 American foreign policy goals. At the
same time, these elites opposed government support for other forms of energy, such as solar, that cannot be
dominated by one nation. While researchers have blamed safety concerns and other factors as helping to
arrest the expansion of domestic nuclear power plant construction, Gonzalez points to an entirely different
set of motivations stemming from the loss of America’s domination/control of the enrichment of nuclear
fuel. Once foreign countries could enrich their own fuel, civilian nuclear power ceased to be a lever the
United States could use to economically/politically dominate other nations. Instead, it became a major
concern relating to nuclear weapons proliferation.

George A. Gonzalez is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Miami. His books
include Urban Sprawl, Global Warming, and the Empire of Capital; The Politics of Air Pollution: Urban
Growth, Ecological Modernization, and Symbolic Inclusion; and Flashpoints in Environmental
Policymaking: Controversies in Achieving Sustainability (coedited with Sheldon Kamieniecki and Robert O.
Vos), all published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear
and Solar Power in the United States. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important the book Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in
the United States. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open
a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's read.

Paul Dixon:

The book untitled Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice study.

Dennis Ross:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United
States was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

John Kirk:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Energy and Empire: The Politics of
Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States or perhaps others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar



Power in the United States to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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