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Between 1961 and 1967 the United States Air Force buried 1,000 Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles in pastures across the Great Plains. The Missile Next Door tells the story of how rural Americans of
all political stripes were drafted to fight the Cold War by living with nuclear missiles in their backyards?and
what that story tells us about enduring political divides and the persistence of defense spending.

By scattering the missiles in out-of-the-way places, the Defense Department kept the chilling calculus of
Cold War nuclear strategy out of view. This subterfuge was necessary, Gretchen Heefner argues, in order for
Americans to accept a costly nuclear buildup and the resulting threat of Armageddon. As for the ranchers,
farmers, and other civilians in the Plains states who were first seduced by the economics of war and then
forced to live in the Soviet crosshairs, their sense of citizenship was forever changed. Some were stirred to
dissent. Others consented but found their proud Plains individualism giving way to a growing dependence on
the military-industrial complex. Even today, some communities express reluctance to let the Minutemen go,
though the Air Force no longer wants them buried in the heartland.

Complicating a red state/blue state reading of American politics, Heefner’s account helps to explain the deep
distrust of government found in many western regions, and also an addiction to defense spending which, for
many local economies, seems inescapable.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Reck:

The book The Missile Next Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Missile Next
Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book The Missile Next Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Therese Webb:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Missile Next Door: The
Minuteman in the American Heartland is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tamica Harris:

The Missile Next Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Missile Next Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ruth Paiz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The
Missile Next Door: The Minuteman in the American Heartland.
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