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Women from all over the country came to New Orleans in 1884 for the Woman’s Department of the Cotton
Centennial Exposition, that portion of the World’s Fair exhibition devoted to the celebration of women’s
affairs and industry. Their conversations and interactions played out as a drama of personalities and
sectionalism at a transitional moment in the history of the nation. These women planted seeds at the
Exposition that would have otherwise taken decades to drift southward.

This book chronicles the successes and setbacks of a lively cast of postbellum women in the first Woman’s
Department at a world’s fair in the Deep South. From a wide range of primary documents, Miki Pfeffer re-
creates the sounds and sights of 1884 New Orleans after Civil War and Reconstruction. She focuses on how
difficult unity was to achieve, even when diverse women professed a common goal. Such celebrities as Julia
Ward Howe and Susan B. Anthony brought national debates on women’s issues to the South for the first
time, and journalists and ordinary women reacted. At the World’s Industrial and Cotton Centennial
Exposition, the Woman’s Department became a petri dish where cultures clashed but where women from
across the country exchanged views on propriety, jobs, education, and suffrage. Pfeffer memorializes
women’s exhibits of handwork, literary and scientific endeavors, inventions, and professions, but she
proposes that the real impact of the six-month long event was a shift in women’s self-conceptions of their
public and political lives. For those New Orleans ladies who were ready to seize the opportunity of this
uncommon forum, the Woman’s Department offered a future that they had barely imagined.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward Howe and Women's Rights
at the 1884 New Orleans World's Fair.

Nathaniel Thomas:

The book Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward Howe and Women's Rights at the 1884 New Orleans
World's Fair gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward Howe and
Women's Rights at the 1884 New Orleans World's Fair being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward Howe
and Women's Rights at the 1884 New Orleans World's Fair. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Lydia Donaldson:

The book Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward Howe and Women's Rights at the 1884 New Orleans
World's Fair has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Marie Walsh:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Southern Ladies and Suffragists: Julia Ward
Howe and Women's Rights at the 1884 New Orleans World's Fair is simple to develop you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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