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Puerto Rican music in New York is given center stage in Ruth Glasser's original and lucid study. Exploring
the relationship between the social history and forms of cultural expression of Puerto Ricans, she focuses on
the years between the two world wars. Her material integrates the experiences of the mostly working-class
Puerto Rican musicians who struggled to make a living during this period with those of their compatriots and
the other ethnic groups with whom they shared the cultural landscape.

Through recorded songs and live performances, Puerto Rican musicians were important representatives for
the national consciousness of their compatriots on both sides of the ocean. Yet they also played with
African-American and white jazz bands, Filipino or Italian-American orchestras, and with other Latinos.
Glasser provides an understanding of the way musical subcultures could exist side by side or even as a part
of the mainstream, and she demonstrates the complexities of cultural nationalism and cultural authenticity
within the very practical realm of commercial music.

Illuminating a neglected epoch of Puerto Rican life in America, Glasser shows how ethnic groups settling in
the United States had choices that extended beyond either maintenance of their homeland traditions or
assimilation into the dominant culture. Her knowledge of musical styles and performance enriches her
analysis, and a discography offers a helpful addition to the text.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

The book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940
(Latinos in American Society and Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their
New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture)? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their
New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Frankie Evans:

This My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos
in American Society and Culture) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of My Music Is My
Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society
and Culture) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York
Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can bring whenever you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities,
1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Tracy Caudle:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians
and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Carol Jackson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians
and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can be the reply,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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