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In this portrait of Planet Earth—at just about the mid point of its probable lifespan—a biologist discusses the
evolution of the network of life and the crucia role played by humans in determining the future of our world.

Unlike most books on earth history, which present the story of life on our planet in terms of one
chronological period after another, the author discusses Earth’ s teeming diversity in terms of pivotal
evolutionary developments. Among these he stresses the importance of symbiosis, sex, and altruism as key
determinants of the Earth’ s biodiversity.

Symbiosis—when single cells began working together—sparked the sudden appearance of complex animals.
Much later symbiotic relationships led to flowering plants that depended on animals for pollination and seed
dispersal.

With the advent of sexual selection, there developed an astonishing world of complex behavior and a
dizzying array of life forms. In humans, sexual selection exerted a great influence on the devel opment of our
large brains.

Altruism—when species learned to work together—resulted in even greater variety and complexity. In early
humans, atruism gave rise to ever-widening social circles and the spread of culture.

The author also discusses the role of photosynthesis in establishing and maintaining life on earth; the
evidence for ancient natural catastrophes, which caused widespread extinctions; and the importance of
religion and the recent use of scientific reasoning in the development and the future of the human species.
This eloquent, panoramic perspective iswell designed to foster an appreciation for the scope of life on Earth

and to encourage wise stewardship of the natural world on which our survival depends.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Gaul:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make al of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to apersonis
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful, Middle-Aged,
Stressed Out World is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Bernard Kovach:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful, Middle-Aged, Stressed Out World
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Amanda Garcia;

This Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful, Middle-Aged, Stressed Out World is great book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful, Middle-Aged, Stressed Out World in your hand like keeping
theworld in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Dorothy Saunders:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful,
Middle-Aged, Stressed Out World can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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