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What can we know of the private lives of early British sovereigns? Through the unusually large number of
letters that survive from King James VI of Scotland/James I of England (1566-1625), we can know a great
deal. Using original letters, primarily from the British Library and the National Library of Scotland, David
Bergeron creatively argues that James' correspondence with certain men in his court constitutes a gospel of
homoerotic desire. Bergeron grounds his provocative study on an examination of the tradition of letter
writing during the Renaissance and draws a connection between homosexual desire and letter writing during
that historical period.

King James, commissioner of the Bible translation that bears his name, corresponded with three principal
male favorites—Esmé Stuart (Lennox), Robert Carr (Somerset), and George Villiers (Buckingham). Esmé
Stuart, James' older French cousin, arrived in Scotland in 1579 and became an intimate adviser and friend to
the adolescent king. Though Esmé was eventually forced into exile by Scottish nobles, his letters to James
survive, as does James' hauntingly allegorical poem Phoenix. The king's close relationship with Carr began
in 1607. James' letters to Carr reveal remarkable outbursts of sexual frustration and passion.

A large collection of letters exchanged between James and Buckingham in the 1620s provides the clearest
evidence for James' homoerotic desires. During a protracted separation in 1623, letters between the two raced
back and forth. These artful, self-conscious letters explore themes of absence, the pleasure of letters, and a
preoccupation with the body. Familial and sexual terms become wonderfully intertwined, as when James
greets Buckingham as "my sweet child and wife."

King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire presents a modern-spelling edition of seventy-five letters
exchanged between Buckingham and James. Across the centuries, commentators have condemned the letters
as indecent or repulsive. Bergeron argues that on the contrary they reveal an inward desire of king and
subject in a mutual exchange of love.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire book is readable simply
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding King
James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jennifer Phinney:

The experience that you get from King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular King James and
Letters of Homoerotic Desire instantly.

Adam McGrath:

The guide with title King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Ann Reiter:

The book untitled King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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