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In 1815, Goethe gave symbolic expression to his intense relationship with Marianne Willemer, a recently
married woman thirty-five years his junior. He gave her a leaf from the ginkgo tree, explaining that, like its
deeply cleft yet still whole leaf, he was "single yet twofold." Although it is not known if their relationship
was ever consummated, they did exchange love poetry, and Goethe published several of Marianne's poems
in his West-East Divan without crediting her authorship.

In this beautiful little book, renowned Goethe scholar Siegfried Unseld considers what this episode means to
our estimation of a writer many consider nearly godlike in stature. Unseld begins by exploring the botanical
and medical lore of the ginkgo, including the use of its nut as an aphrodisiac and anti-aging serum. He then
delves into Goethe's writings for the light they shed on his relationship with Marianne. Unseld reveals
Goethe as a great yet human being, subject, as any other man, to the vagaries of passion.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Sarvis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Goethe and the Ginkgo: A Tree and a Poem. Try to face the book
Goethe and the Ginkgo: A Tree and a Poem as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you
really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Alexander Snider:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Goethe and the
Ginkgo: A Tree and a Poem to read.

Wanda Mason:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Goethe and the Ginkgo: A Tree and a Poem, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Michael Velez:

Goethe and the Ginkgo: A Tree and a Poem can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Goethe and the Ginkgo: A Tree and a
Poem nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.
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