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The operas of Jean-Baptiste Lully and Philippe Quinault, created between 1673 and 1686, were so successful
that special ordinances were passed to control the crowds that flocked to the performances. Quinault's libretti
were widely published and eagerly discussed; in the history of French classicism thereis no other author
whose plays were performed so frequently or who was so generously remunerated. For this reason the
standard account of French culture during the reign of Louis XIV is seriously incomplete. This book--the
first in English on Quinault and the first comprehensive study in any language of these libretti--begins with
an introduction that situates them in the context of French classicism. After a chapter devoted to the
prologues that begin each opera, the eleven chapters which follow--one on each libretto--include a discussion
of traditional literary elements such as performance history, plot, characterization, and style supplemented by
a second section devoted to an issue that is more specific to musical theater. The concluding chapter
summarizes what opera can tell us about French classicism and explores in more depth some of the key
theoretical issues, namely representation, imitation, and recognition. This volume will appeal to a broad
spectrum of readers, specialists in seventeenth-century French theater, musicologists, music lovers who are
interested in early opera, and those whose research focuses on the interrelationship of music and literature.
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From reader reviews:
Sandra Murray:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe
Quinault in the Context of French Classicism. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti
of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brian Grant:

The book Touched by the Graces. The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism has
alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

AdelineNorris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the
Context of French Classicism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gary Landrum:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but aso
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this
book Touched by the Graces: The Libretti of Philippe Quinault in the Context of French Classicism. You can
more attractive than now.
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