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After seven decades of existence has the UN become obsolete? Is it ripe for retirement? As Jussi Hanhim?ki
proves in the second edition of this Very Short Introduction, the answer is no. In the second decade of the
twenty-first century the UN remains an indispensable organization that continues to save lives and improve
the world as its founders hoped. Since its original publication in 2008, this 2nd edition includes more recent
examples of the UN Security Council in action and peacekeeping efforts while exploring its most recent
successes and failures.

After a brief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of Nations, Hanhim?ki examines
the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human
rights, as a protector of international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. This updated
edition highlights what continues to make the UN a complicated organization today, and the ongoing
challenges between its ambitions and capabilities. Hanhim?ki also provides a clear account of the UN and its
various arms and organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and offers a critical overview of the UN
Security Council's involvement in recent crises in Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, Ukraine, Libya, and Syria, and
how likely it is to meet its overall goals in the future.

Regardless of its obstacles, the UN is likely to survive for the foreseeable future. That alone makes trying to
understand the UN in all its manifold - magnificent and frustrating - complexity a worthy task. With this
much-needed updated introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhim?ki engages the current debate over the
organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived, how it
has come to its present form, and how it must confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Sheri Reagan:

The guide with title The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contains a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Titus Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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