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Large dam construction has significant environmental and social impacts at different scales. Asthe largest
developing country in the world, China has built about half of the world’ s large dams, and more are expected
to be built over the next two decades to meet the country’ s rapidly growing demand for energy. This book
summarizes and updates information about the history, distribution, functions, and impacts of large dams,
both globally and at China s national level. It then addresses the environmental and social-economic impacts
of large damsin Chinawith particular emphasis on the impacts of large dams on rel ocated people and
associated compensation policies. Lastly, it introduces an integrated ecological and socio-economic study
conducted in areas affected by dams along the Upper Mekong River, China. This book has the following
three goals.

Thefirst goa isto summarize and update information on large dams globally and at China s national level
(Ch. 2). We examine large dam problems from different perspectives, ranging from their spatial and
temporal distributions and their environmental and social impacts, to discussions and debates centered on
them. We also incorporate the results of an empirical investigation of the environmental and socio-economic
impacts of large dams on the Upper Mekong River, China, and draw conclusions out of the analysis (Chs.3
& 4).

Our second goal isto provide an analysis framework to help understand the environmental and social-
economic impacts of dam construction and the resulting environmental degradations and social inequities at
different scales (Chs.3 & 4), aswell asto offer recommendations for mitigating these impacts within China's
socio-political context (Ch. 5). The significant environmental effects resulting from dam construction include
damage to ecological integrity and loss of biological diversity. The most significant social consequences
brought by dam projects are their negative impacts on rel ocated people. Our analysis framework provides
approaches to help comprehensively understand these impacts.

Our third goal isto provide clues and suggestions for further studies of large dam problems both globally and
in China (Ch. 5). The construction of large dams is proceeding rapidly in different parts of the world despite
the heated debates on whether they should be built at all. The decision-making process related to building
large damsinvolves considerations of economic viability, environmental sustainability, and social equity.
Therefore, interdisciplinary collaborations are required in large dam research and development projectsin
order to reconcile the interests of different stakeholders and avoid harming ecosystems, biodiversity, and
human welfare. Overall, we hope our book facilitates future examinations of large dams by providing
summaries of existing data and research related to large dams, and offering a framework for better
understanding and analyzing their environmenta and social impacts.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Mundo:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they aso doing some research before they write with their book. One of them isthis
The Large Dam Dilemma: An Exploration of the Impacts of Hydro Projects on People and the Environment
in China (Springer Briefsin Environmental Science).

George Cornelius:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work this
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Large Dam Dilemma: An Exploration of the Impacts of Hydro Projects on
People and the Environment in China (Springer Briefsin Environmental Science) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

John Sledge:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Large Dam
Dilemma: An Exploration of the Impacts of Hydro Projects on People and the Environment in China
(Springer Briefsin Environmental Science) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Ollie Nadeau:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Large Dam Dilemma: An
Exploration of the Impacts of Hydro Projects on People and the Environment in China (Springer Briefsin
Environmental Science) can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue



that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Large Dam Dilemma: An

Exploration of the Impacts of Hydro Projects on People and the Environment in China (Springer Briefsin
Environmental Science).
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