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Ten Thousand Birds provides a thoroughly engaging and authoritative history of modern ornithology, tracing
how the study of birds has been shaped by a succession of visionary and often-controversial personalities,
and by the unique social and scientific contexts in which these extraordinary individuals worked. This
beautifully illustrated book opens in the middle of the nineteenth century when ornithology was a museum-
based discipline focused almost exclusively on the anatomy, taxonomy, and classification of dead birds. It
describes how in the early 1900s pioneering individuals such as Erwin Stresemann, Ernst Mayr, and Julian
Huxley recognized the importance of studying live birds in the field, and how this shift thrust ornithology
into the mainstream of the biological sciences. The book tells the stories of eccentrics like Colonel Richard
Meinertzhagen, a pathological liar who stole specimens from museums and quite likely murdered his wife,
and describes the breathtaking insights and discoveries of ambitious and influential figures such as David
Lack, Niko Tinbergen, Robert MacArthur, and others who through their studies of birds transformed entire
fields of biology.

Ten Thousand Birds brings this history vividly to life through the work and achievements of those who
advanced the field. Drawing on a wealth of archival material and in-depth interviews, this fascinating book
reveals how research on birds has contributed more to our understanding of animal biology than the study of
just about any other group of organisms.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Brooks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin. Try to make book Ten
Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Hose:

Beside this Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Herman Hernandez:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ten Thousand Birds:
Ornithology since Darwin can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Lois Bottoms:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin can make you sense more interested
to read.
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