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“Inoki can use his bare fists. He can use karate. This is serious. There’s $10 million involved. I wouldn’t pull
a fraud on the public. This is real. There’s no plan. The blood. The holds. The pain. Everything is going to be
real. I’m not here in this time of my life to come out with some phony action. I want you to know this is
real."
—Muhammad Ali, June 14, 1976, The Tonight Show

On June 26, 1976, Muhammad Ali, possibly the most famous athlete in the world, flew to Japan to fight
Antonio Inoki, Japan’s iconic pro wrestling champion, for the so-called “martial arts championship of the
world.” Broadcast to an audience of 1.4 billion in 34 countries, the boxer versus grappler spectacle
foreshadowed, and in many ways, led to the rise of mixed martial arts as a major sport.

The contest was controversial, but the real action was behind the scenes, and various players in the
underbelly of organized wrestling and boxing jockeyed for position. Egos, competing interests, and a general
sense of apprehension over what would happen in the ring led to hodgepodge rules thrown together at the
last minute. Bizarre plans to “save” Ali if the fight got out of hand were also concocted. One
scheme—canceled at the last minute—involved having the boxer nicked with a razor blade if the fight got
out of hand, forcing the referee to stop the fight.

In Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment,
author Josh Gross gets inside Ali’s head leading up to the match by resurrecting pre-fight interviews that
featured the boxer's famous pro wrestling-influenced trash talk he first encountered in Los Angeles in the
early 1960s. Gross also introduces us to Inoki, little known in the United States but hugely influential in
Japan. After the fight, Inoki became a household name throughout Asia, and his role in Japan’s popular Pride
Fighting Championships helped shape modern mixed martial arts.
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment, it
is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Yvonne Speight:

The publication with title Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched
Sports Entertainment has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Pam Boyd:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment
will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Iva Simmon:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight
That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment is simple to bring you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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