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Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle, led a remarkable—and controversial—life, writing poetry and
prose and philosophizing on the natural world at a time when women were denied any means of a formal
education. Lisa T. Sarasohn acutely examines the brilliant work of this untrained mind and explores the
unorthodox development of her natural philosophy.

Cavendish wrote copiously on such wide-ranging topics as gender, power, manners, scientific method, and
animal rationality. The first woman to publish her own natural philosophy, Cavendish was not afraid to
challenge the new science and even ridiculed the mission of the Royal Society. Her philosophy reflected
popular culture and engaged with the most radical philosophies of her age. To understand Cavendish’s
scientific thought, Sarasohn explains, is to understand the reception of new knowledge through both insider
and outsider perspectives in early modern England.

In close readings of Cavendish’s writings—poetry, treatises, stories, plays, romances, and letters—Sarasohn
explores the fantastic and gendered elements of her natural philosophy. Cavendish saw knowledge as a
continuum between reason and fancy, and her work integrated imaginative speculation and physical science.
Because she was denied the university education available to her male counterparts, she embraced an
epistemology that favored contemplation and intuition over logic and empiricism.

The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish serves as a guide to the unusual and complex philosophy of
one of the seventeenth century’s most intriguing minds. It not only celebrates Cavendish as a true figure of
the scientific age but also contributes to a broader understanding of the contested nature of the scientific
revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Looney:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during
the Scientific Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science). Try to
stumble through book The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the
Scientific Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) as your
buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Deana Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy
during the Scientific Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science)
book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the Scientific
Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Natural Philosophy of
Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the Scientific Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

John Burns:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Natural
Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the Scientific Revolution (The Johns Hopkins
University Studies in Historical and Political Science).



Robert Stitt:

You may get this The Natural Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the Scientific
Revolution (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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