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This is a true story of war, the story of one man’s transformation as he retraces the mine-strewn roads of a
land itself transformed by mankind’s most shockingly inhuman practice. It is the firsthand account of a
member of one of the United States Army’s three-man Tactical Psychological Operations Teams, groups of
men tasked with winning the hearts and minds of Iraq’s civilian population through leaflets, loudspeakers,
conversation, and bribery. Transcribed from and inspired by the author’s personal wartime journal, it is a
story of introspection. It relates how the feelings of eagerness and uncertainty in a young man unfamiliar
with war were replaced with the dread knowledge that, buried within his soul, beneath a facade of goodwill
and morality, lurked the capacity to kill his fellow men.

There are scenes of battle retold within the pages of Hearts and Mines. There are descriptions of the feelings
of seeing once-familiar human bodies destroyed beyond recognition. Some days are described as being full
of hope and appreciation for the beauty of the world, others with despair for the omnipresent cruelty and
destruction which has a habit of consuming men when they feel unaccountable for their actions. It captures
the sensory experience of living in a singular environment full of strange plants and animals, friends true and
false, and determined enemies, encapsulating the existential fear of mortar and rocket attacks, and the ever-
present threat of IEDs, as well as the ridiculousness of military bureaucracy, such as was demonstrated by a
sergeant major’s decision to punish graffiti artists by removing the doors of all the camp’s toilets.

In late 2001 Russell Snyder joined the United States Army as a psychological operations specialist. As a
member of the 9th PSYOP Battalion, the army’s only active-duty, tactical psychological operations unit he
deployed to Iraq, the experience that inspired him to write Hearts and Mines. Subsequently he was deployed
twice more to Iraq. He is a recipient of various military awards including the Bronze Star medal. Now a
civilian, he lives in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in Al
Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Hearts and Mines:
With the Marines in Al Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in Al
Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Allen Scheiber:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in Al Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare
in Iraq.

Helen Arnold:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Hearts and Mines: With the
Marines in Al Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Hearts and
Mines: With the Marines in Al Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq become your own starter.

Shawn Mathison:

The book untitled Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in Al Anbar: A Story of Psychological Warfare in
Iraq contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read



the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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