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This survey of more than fifty years of national security policy juxtaposes declassified U. S. national
intelligence estimates with recently released Soviet documents disclosing the views of Soviet leaders and
their Communist allies on the same events. Matthias shows that U. S. intelligence estimates were usually
correct but that our political and military leaders generally ignored them—with sometimes disastrous results.
The book begins with a look back at the role of U. S. intelligence during World War II, from Pearl Harbor
through the plot against Hitler and the D-day invasion to the "unconditional surrender" of Japan, and reveals
how better use of the intelligence available could have saved many lives and shortened the war. The
following chapters dealing with the Cold War disclose what information and advice U. S. intelligence
analysts passed on to policy makers, and also what sometimes bitter policy debates occurred within the
Communist camp, concerning Vietnam, the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban missile crisis, the turmoil in Eastern
Europe, the Six-Day and Yom Kippur wars in the Middle East, and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. In
many ways, this is a story of missed opportunities the U. S. government had to conduct a more responsible
foreign policy that could have avoided large losses of life and massive expenditures on arms buildups.

While not exonerating the CIA for its own mistakes, Matthias casts new light on the contributions that
objective intelligence analysis did make during the Cold War and speculates on what might have happened if
that analysis and advice had been heeded.
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From reader reviews:

Curt Roepke:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence Analysis and National
Security Policy, 1936-1991 seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence
Analysis and National Security Policy, 1936-1991 is not only giving you far more new information but also
for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence Analysis and National
Security Policy, 1936-1991. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Wilma Blue:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence Analysis and National Security Policy, 1936-1991
can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Phil Garcia:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence Analysis and National Security Policy, 1936-1991
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Scruggs:

Beside that America's Strategic Blunders: Intelligence Analysis and National Security Policy, 1936-1991 in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have America's Strategic Blunders:
Intelligence Analysis and National Security Policy, 1936-1991 because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read
it from at this point!
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