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“Inoki can use his bare fists. He can use karate. This is serious. There’s $10 million involved. I wouldn’t pull
a fraud on the public. This is real. There’s no plan. The blood. The holds. The pain. Everything is going to be
real. I’m not here in this time of my life to come out with some phony action. I want you to know this is
real."
—Muhammad Ali, June 14, 1976, The Tonight Show

On June 26, 1976, Muhammad Ali, possibly the most famous athlete in the world, flew to Japan to fight
Antonio Inoki, Japan’s iconic pro wrestling champion, for the so-called “martial arts championship of the
world.” Broadcast to an audience of 1.4 billion in 34 countries, the boxer versus grappler spectacle
foreshadowed, and in many ways, led to the rise of mixed martial arts as a major sport.

The contest was controversial, but the real action was behind the scenes, and various players in the
underbelly of organized wrestling and boxing jockeyed for position. Egos, competing interests, and a general
sense of apprehension over what would happen in the ring led to hodgepodge rules thrown together at the
last minute. Bizarre plans to “save” Ali if the fight got out of hand were also concocted. One
scheme—canceled at the last minute—involved having the boxer nicked with a razor blade if the fight got
out of hand, forcing the referee to stop the fight.

In Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment,
author Josh Gross gets inside Ali’s head leading up to the match by resurrecting pre-fight interviews that
featured the boxer's famous pro wrestling-influenced trash talk he first encountered in Los Angeles in the
early 1960s. Gross also introduces us to Inoki, little known in the United States but hugely influential in
Japan. After the fight, Inoki became a household name throughout Asia, and his role in Japan’s popular Pride
Fighting Championships helped shape modern mixed martial arts.
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From reader reviews:

Trudy Clark:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed
Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important any book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired
Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Marlene Tiggs:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired
Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment was making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Ali vs. Inoki:
The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment is not only giving
you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten
Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment. You never really feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

David Saenz:

The book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Ali vs. Inoki:
The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Kenneth Garrison:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to



improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
is this Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment.
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